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QUEBEC  TERCENTF      ARY 


AN  APPEAL 


WILPRED  CAMPBELL,  LL.I). 


Read  at  the  Royal  SodHy  Banquet.  Ottawa.  May  eS.  1908 


QUKBEr. 

An  Aitkai,.  bv  Wii.FKrD  CAMrBKU..  LL.I). 

Rnid  fit    Ih'.-   Hoynl  l^orirlif   hfinqtirt,   OtOiwa.  JHIh    M'ly,   lUOH. 


•  ()  fortrosi*  Cif.v,  halhotl  l>y  H*ream8 
MajpHtic  Hs  thy  inemorips  (freat.* 

Those  sifniiticant  Hncw  adrlrossod  hy  the  Piiko  of  Ai^ryll  to  our 
fiiinouB  CaiiaiHan  citadel,  are  a  fitting  introduction  to  this  apiieal  to 
the  raiiadian  and  other  peoples  of  the  Empire  in  behalf  of  a  Quehci! 
Memorial. 

Containing,  as  they  do,  the  fundamental  idea  of  Quebeo^B  great- 
ueas  and  national  and  Imperial  importance;  they  answer  positively 
the  question:  Why  should  the  Canadian  people  and  all  eitizens 
throughout  the  Empire  participate  in  the  dedication  of  the  inmiortal 
Ifeifrlits  to  the  memory  uf  those  great  houIb,  French  and  British,  who, 
lh  diaeovererB,  misBionaries,  statesmen,  pioneers  and  soldiers,  were. 
in  the  truest  sense,  founders  of  Canada? 

When  His  Excellency,  Lord  Orey.  brought  forward  hi«  splcndiil 
project  for  the  preser%'ation  of  our  famous  battlefields,  he  inaugurated 
a  movement  which  will  endear  his  memory  to  all  our  people.  And 
when  Canadians  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  all  children  of 
the  Empire  throughout  the  world  understand  the  true  significance 
of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Battlefields  Association,  they  will  not 
only  heartily  endorse  the  scheme  outlined,  but  they  will,  men  and 
women,  old  and  young  alike,  desire  to  give  their  large  or  small 
contribution  to  the  fund  which  is  being  raised  for  this  patriotic 
object. 

It  is  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  our  people  in  Canada  and 
those  in  the  Motherland,  the  sister  colonics  and  those  of  our  blootl 
to  the  south  the  importance  of  this  undertaking,  that  tiiis  appeal  is 
made. 

In  July  next  it  is  expected  that  a  cheque  will  be  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  Canadian  people  and  other  patriotic  citizens  throughout 
the  Empire  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  who  will  in 
turn  present  it  to  the  Battlefields  Commission  to  be  spent  by  them 
in  the  noble  work  of  devoting  this  famous  theatre  of  early  Canadian 


hiitoFT  to  tha  ucnd  memory  of  th.uw  eventful  leenn  which  wtn 
enacted  thereon,  and  to  thoae  heroic  spiriU  who  are  auociaU'd  with 
itr  ancient  walla.  And  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  evrrj-  citilen  of  Canada, 
every  achool  boy  and  Khool  girl  will  offer  aome  amall  mite  to  swell 
that  national  fund  and  will  be  proud  to  hare  a  part  in  thia  heart 
oflenng  of  preaentday  Canada  to  her  heroic  paat. 

We  in  Canada  are  a  youag  and  busy  people  over-engroaaed  in  the 
material  atruggle  o(  the  hour  and  the  moment.  But  if  we  atop  to 
think  and  examine  into  our  paat,  we  will  discover  that  the  ancient 
city  of  Quebec  ia  the  foundation  pivot  on  which  all  our  hiatory  tuma; 
that  ahe  ia  the  atarting  point  from  which  have  gone  out  nearly  all. 
if  not  all  our  great  dreama  of  conqueat  ideal  and  material;  and  that 
It  ia  bick  to  her  that  all  our  young  communities,  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Paoiflc,  muat  inevitably,  in  gratitude  and  senae  of  origin, 
return. 

From  the  remote  daya  of  Champlain,  La  Salle  and  Brebtcuf  to 
the  modern  present  all  roada  lead  back  to  her,  the  citadel  of  our 
national  dreams.  What  province,  what  community,  what  portion  of 
our  people  is  not  linked  to  Quebec  by  some  bond,  some  tie  of  the 
near  or  remote  past!  Is  she  not  from  the  very  beginning  sacredly 
asaociated  with  the  greatest  events  in  our  national  and  imperial 
history?  Do  not  all  those  aubtle,  silken  threads  which  bind  the 
Dominion  together,  find  their  common  source  in  the  grim  old  rook 
which  fronts  on  the  famed  river  of  Cartier  uid  Champlain;  of 
Wolfe,  Dorchester,  Murray  and  Montcalm? 

Is  not  thia  sufficient  reason  why  we  should  venerate  this  old  city 
bastioned  above  her  mighty  tides  sweeping  forever  seaward,  as  man's 
longings  ever  return  to  the  past!  Then  she  is  not  only  the  city  of 
her  battlefields:  but  also  the  place  of  our  national  origins,  or 
beginnings:  of  our  country'a  natal  day  of  preparation  for  all  which 
was  destined  to  follow. 

Here  Cartier  came  alone,  and  undaunted,  was  the  first  to  dare 
our  fierce  seaaon  of  ice  and  anew.  Here  Koberval  followed  and  the 
hardy  Norman  and  Breton  fishermen.  Here,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
sixteen  hundred  and  eight,  Champlain,  the  great  soldier,  sailor 
statesman,  and  pioneer,  whom  Parkman  calls:  'The  ^neas  of  a' 
destined  people,'  founded  Canada  in  a  piety  and  courage  worthy  of 
our  eternal  emulation  and  admiration. 

Here  Christianity  first  rendered  holy  our  national  soil,  and  martvr- 
dom  waled  the  truth  with  the  Mood  of  saints.    Here  knowledge  first 
spread  its  benign  infiuence  in  those  gray  walls: 
'  Where  learning  from  Laval  looks  down.' 

From  here  the  first  heroic  discoverers  went  forth  to  open  up  those 
unknown  regions  of  the  vast  west  when  the  first  foot  of  white  man  in 


inodprn  timrg  tro«l  llifiM)  loiif.tninv  litnuilf*!  wiliU.  Hiid  the  tintt 
Kiiropeaii  eye  lookoil  in  woiulcr  aii'l  swe  on  thtwo  •ublimtt  ■trraniN 
Hhil  miffhty  inland  watcra. 

Here  nobility  anil  hfrujum,  wiwioin  and  piety  heM  the  pintifiT 
•  Mitpfwt,  in  Canada,  of  Kuropean  civilizHtinn.  and  hero  Mimtcaltn, 
til*'  UnI  Kreat  Frenchman  of  thr  old  lirninie,  Htrii(Cvl*'d  in  vain, 
wliile  Frnnee's  rule  went  down  amid  the  blatant  f'dly  of  a  Vaiidretiil 
and  the  matoriid  corruptiim  of  the  Intendant  B'.    * 

Here  in  the  glorious  victory  of  Wolfe,  Briti*  rule  in  Canada 
tHgan;  here  the  first  attempt  at  British  constlu.ional  (tovcrnment 
in  Canada  had  it«  birth;  here  the  Fathers  of  Confederation  met, 
here  our  Dominion  was  proclnimed,  and  from  here  embarked  the  first 
Canadian  contingent  to  fight  outride  of  Canada  in  the  battles  of 
the  Empire. 

All  these  events  which  constitute  as  it  were,  the  very  vertebiwof 
()ur  national  history,  render  this  old  place,  associated  with  great  names 
from  Champlain  to  Laurier.  the  sacred  or  mother  city  of  our  young 
northern  land. 

We  may  have  other  greater,  more  densely  impulated,  more  wealtl!,/ 
and  progressive  cities.  We  may  produce  metropolises  of  coi.imerce 
and  industry,  marts  of  modern  effort  and  achievement;  but  wo  have 
only  one  Quebec,  the  Gibraltar  of  the  wet*t,  tin-  triiteway  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  early  explorer  and  ailventurer. 
those  daring  spirits  who: 

'Counted  no  dangers;    tireanicd  all  seas  their  road 

*  To  possible  futures;    struck  no  craven  sail 

'For  sloth  or  indolent  cowardice;   steered  their  keela 
'O'er  cresta  of  heaving  ocean,  leagues  of  brine, 

*  While  Hope  firm  kept  the  tiller,  Faith  in  dreams 

*  Saw  coasts  of  gleaming  continents  looming  large 
'  Beyond  the  ultimate  of  the  sea's  far  rim.' 

'  Souls  too  great  for  sloth  and  impotent  ease,' 

without  whom  our  place  as  a  people  on  this  western  continent  would 
scarce  have  been  possible. 

It  L  for  all  this,  and  more,  that  Quebec  stands:  and  is  for  this 
reason  alone  that  the  coming  tercentenary  ct  the  founding  of  Canada 
by  Champlain  and  the  institution  of  the  Battlefield  Memorial  should 
be  of  the  deepest  significance  to  every  Canadian. 

Throughout  the  Empire  and  all  over  tJ^e  world  there  is  spreading 
a  keen  interest  in  this  great  and  impc.-ant  gathering.  Britain, 
Fidnce,  the  United  States,  and  the  sister  colonies,  all  will  take  purt 
in  and  be  associated  with  the  approaching  celebration. 

But  especially  here  in  Canada  should  this  event  be  a  love  feast, 
as  it  were,  between  the  two  great  sister  races,  whose  fate  lies,  not  only 


»iH^  by  Hidr.  htit  rnifi'thiT,  in  the  i>tiiiitii'tri  (lf«liiiy  ..f  Ihr  irr»«viiitr 
natinn.  Ix'l  .  nil  nuliii'  ihm  in  lhi»  ii'lihriilmii  »!•  urr  imi'  in  our 
i*f)iniii<in  infirinrifM,  mir  tfiininon  H<liiiiriiti'>n,  uiir  ttiiiitniin  iinilitiiili' 
to  Ihtm*  ffri'Hl  MinU.  Kn>ni-li  <tr  BritiNli,  Itiit  iiliki-  ('Hniiiliiin,  wh«»*i- 
<I«-ftlM  unit  liv<'»*.  wlnw  linrijir  i-ffurt  niHilr  tlii>*  cnniilry  |HmMihl<-. 

It  ii4  in  tliit  Nr>irit  'if  (Mmtniim  piitrii>tii4in  that  a  wlH'tiif  Iihm  Im<«>ii 
■Kkiptrd  by  whii'h  tn  nn  i'ii>  fiinil  to  l«  n'uni  in  n  wi»f  ami  imlriolii' 
manner  m  ut  not  only  t..  swurr  to  tlio  (^inadian  rn-ople  fnrcvrr  thi* 
irrounds  on  thn  KciffhtM  HBornd  to  r>nr  i-urninon  lii>ritaip<;  lint  aNii  to 
erwt  and  maintain  a  national  mniwnm  iih  an  iiiHtrm-livi'  and  <itht'p- 
wiw»  worthy  memorial  of  our  heroic  pant. 

Thii  mUMenm,  it  ia  intende*],  will  be  dedieated  to  the  objeet  of 
I'onimemoratinir  the  development  of  onr  niuntry  and  people  from  the 
earlieat  daya.  In  it  each  province  will  have  itH  place  and  hold  its 
part,  and  in  it»  apehiteetuie.  decoration  and  eontenta.  Canadian 
history  and  art  will  vie  with  each  other  in  repeatinfr.  in  painiintt, 
neidptnre.  iwirchtnent  and  n-lic  the  itory  of  (^anada,  and  its  navel, 
theiin'nl  (tray  liaminni'il  epait;  that  famed  Norman  and  Breton  gale- 
way  to  thi'  prenent  ami  future  dreams  and  achievements  of  this  New 
France  and  this  newiT  llritain  of  the  Western  World. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  in  Canaila  other  plarra  redolent  with 
sni'red  mi'inories  of  our  storieil  pest,  places  especially  dear  to  the 
children  of  our  different  provinces  and  communities  of  (leoples. 
Queensliin  HeiKht  -  in  I'pper  Canada  is  one  of  these,  a  spot  next  to 
Quebec  dearest  to  all  (^anadians.  But  none  of  these  are  quite  in 
the  same  seuae  what  Quebec  has  meant,  means  now.  and  will  mean 
ever  more  (as  time  (toes  on)  to  the  whole  Dominion.  '  All  of  these 
places  have  their  niche  in  the  walla  of  the  temple  of  our  national 
heart's  memory.  But  chief  of  all  looms  the  grand  old  gateway  to 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

All  races  and  creeds  which  g.)  to  make  up  our  people  have  some 
reason  to  remember  the  idd  citadel.  French.  Scottish,  F.nglish.  Irish, 
U.  E.  Loyalist,  all  have  participated  in  some  way  in  the  destiny  of 
the  rock  fort  of  Stadacona.  To  this  place  in  the  future  will  come 
travellers  from  either  hemisphere,  and  seeing  our  memorial  erected 
to  our  past  they  will  redd  in  it  the  history  and  present  ideal  of  n 
people  worthy  to  bo  called  great,  by  reason  of  their  veneration  for 
their  mighty  dead;  and  every  Canadian  from  Cape  Breton  to  Van- 
couver will  be  rendered  illustrious  in  the  rich  eviilences  of  heroism 
and  fortitude  which  our  national  patriotism  will  collect  within  the 
temple  which  it  is  proposed  to  ultimately  rear  on  the  Heights  of 
Abraham. 

Then  a  word  as  o  the  battlefields  themselves.  They  represent 
victory  and  honour  for  the  French,  the  British,  the  U.  E.  Loyalist 
and  the  American. 


Xo  oni-  .|"i  in  nil  tlu'  w,>rl.l  i«  »>  |i„kn|  i„  nMooimi™!  in  .lii.'h 
"1  ninny  t'topin  u.ii.v  f.iO  pridr. 

But  .bov..  .11.  lUn-  i«  a  cull  to  ev.Ty  French  >n<l  Briti.h  hvart 
from  thin  .uriwl  KT.,,,,,,!.  Tlie  <'iiu>on  of  ,tril«  an-  lonir  ■inc'e  .Ip..I 
1111(1  poMnl  «w«.v.  Hut  ihi.  Kn'tt  mcmorira  alfinp  remain.  The 
iHuiuD-.n  memory  of  a  in.nimon  hiToiam  wliieh  ahouhl  l.ind.  and  d.HM 
and  will  bind,  our  two  |ieo,,|ei  more  ami  more  a«  Canadianx.  Here 
now  and  forever  >tandii  the  field  and  the  immortal  part  of  all  that  ia 
moat  heroic  in  the  two  great  Canadian  racea. 

Thia  appeal  ia  to  all  our  people.  It  i«  to  thone  who  have  inlluenee 
and  the  meana  to  «p«xl  the  ipkhI-wIII  and  the  iwtriotie  iileal.  It  ia 
Ic,  the  elenry  of  all  denominationa.  the  (carhera  in  the  aeh<K)l«.  the 
lieada  of  all  aaaociationa— it  i,  to  that  great  regiment  of  K.ilera.  the 
Idlera  of  the  field,  the  men  of  the  mart  and  mine.  <o  that  all  our 
lieople  may  have  their  part  in  tbia  great  patriotic  revival. 


